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CPSC to Discuss Mandatory
Drawstring Ban and Testing
Procedures on May 5, 2010

ot Safty

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) stafhgtdx a draft proposed rule to specify that chil-
dren’s upper body garments in sizes 2T to 12 wattkror hood drawstrings and children’s upper baaly g
ments in sizes 2T to 16 with certain types of wardbottom drawstrings are a substantial produzatdy
effectively making the current voluntary drawstrgstgndard a mandatory ban. Because the agency has
been treating children’s upper body garments witlwdtrings at the hood and neck area as posing-a su
stantial risk of injury to young children, resulfim numerous recalls over the past few yearsnéveregu-
lation would not represent a significant changadtual practice.

The standard prohibits the use of drawstrings erhttod and neck areas of children’s clothing s2Aeto
12 and requires waist/bottom drawstrings on childrepper body garments to not exceed 3 inches in
length outside the drawstring channel when the gatns expanded to its fullest width. Furthermaine,
drawstrings at the waist/bottom cannot have togdlests, or other attachments at the free endhelf
waist/bottom drawstring is one continuous strimgpust be bartacked or sewn to the garment at the m
point of the channel so that it cannot be pulletladuhe channel. (Fully retracting waist/bottonaa-
strings contained within the garment are exemphg CPSC staff noted that the standard also calrars-
strings that are stationary ties ke, the drawstring does not have to be designed te #ticbugh a sleeve
or grommet to be subject to the standard.

The Commission is holding a decision meeting on ésday to discuss the proposed drawstring ban, as
well as the proposed testing procedures discussedrSafety News of April 14, 2010 (we note that ini-
tially a decision was to be reached on the teginogedures on April 21, but the decision was pastp.

Sharretts, Paley will attend the meeting on Wedagsahd will advise of any decisions reached by the
CPSC on these issues. In the meantime, if you baneerns about features of your children’s prosltizat
might be considered a risk of injury, please cantmmna Shira or Alli Baron atshira@spcblaw.corar
abaron@spcblaw.conrespectively, or by calling 212-425-0055. Aetgifreview conducted now can pre-
vent the inadvertent distribution of hazardous patsl into commerce and the enforcement actions and
safety recalls that can ensue.
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