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Legislation that would provide for the duty-free treatment of garments identified as “recreational 
performance outerwear” has been reintroduced by six Senators, including Senator Schumer.  The bill is 
identical to legislation that was introduced in 2009, based on certain findings, including that outdoor 
activities are “vitally important to the health and well-being of the people of the United States,” the outdoor 
industry contributes $730,000,000,000 annually to the U.S. economy, and the duty rates are 
disproportionately high for historical reasons that no longer exist.  In this regard, the ITC was directed by 
the House Committee on Ways and Means to conduct a fact finding investigation of high-performance 
outerwear, and found such merchandise produced in the U.S. comprised less than 1 percent of the total 
recreational performance apparel market. 

The “United States Optimal Use of Trade to Develop Outerwear and Outdoor Recreation Act” or “U.S. 
Outdoor Act,” defines recreational performance outerwear as trousers (including paddling pants and 
ski/snowboard pants), coveralls, bib overalls, jackets (including full zip jackets, paddling jackets and 
ski/snowboard jackets), windbreakers (including padded sleeveless jackets), and other garments that bear 
critically sealed seams and are water-resistant and/or visibly coated.  The eligible garments may be either 
knit (except for looped pile) or woven, must be mainly composed of cotton, wool, hemp, bamboo, silk, 
manmade fiber, or a blend thereof, and must be either water-resistant or visibly coated, with critically 
sealed seams and bear five or more special features including:  

1) insulation 

2) pockets with zippered, hook and loop, or other closure 

3) tightening around the waist or leg hems 

4) venting 

5) articulated elbows or knees 

6) reinforcement at elbows, shoulders, seat, knees, or ankle cuffs 

7) weatherproof closure at waist or front 

75 Broad Street 

New York, New York  10004 
Phone:  212-425-0055     

    Fax:  212-425-1797 
         212-742-2180 

SHARRETTS, PALEY, CARTER & BLAUVELT, P.C. 1660 L Street, N.W. 

 Washington, D.C.  20036 
Phone:  202-223-4433       

  Fax:  202-659-3904 

Legislation Is Re-Introduced to 
Provide Duty Free Treatment of 
“Performance Outerwear”  

www.spcblaw.com  
Email:  customs@sharretts-paley.com 



SPC&B Textile Report Page 2 

 

 

8) multi-adjustable hood or adjustable collar 

9) adjustable powder skirt, inner protective skirt, or inner protective cuff at sleeve hem 

10) arm gusset construction allowing radial arm movement 

11) odor control technology 

Beyond the duty-free treatment for recreational performance outerwear, the U.S. Outdoor Act would also 
provide for the establishment of the Sustainable Textile and Apparel Research Fund.  The fund would 
collect a fee of 1.5% of the appraised value of imported recreational performance outerwear and distribute it 
on a quarterly basis to U.S. retail companies, apparel producers, or fiber/yarn/fabric producers who are 
engaged in research and development to enhance the competitiveness of businesses in the United States in 
clean, eco-friendly apparel, other textile and apparel articles, and sewn-product design and manufacturing. 

We will keep you updated on the latest developments with respect to this legislation, but if you have any 
questions in the interim, please contact Gail Cumins at gcumins@spcblaw.com or Donna Shira at 
dshira@spcblaw.com, or call us at 212-425-0055. 

 


